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Increase productivity and sustainably
Since the beginning of the year, FH Switzerland has received
support from the Swiss Confederation for its new program,
“Cultivating the agro-ecological transition”, conducted in partnership with Interaction. The program includes nine projects
in Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC).
The overall objective of the program is to increase the
capability of 18,000 men and women farmers whose living conditions are precarious, so that they can produce
sufficient food sustainably. This precariousness is linked in
particular to the low productivity of impoverished soil, poor
agricultural practices, the lack of training in agro-ecology for
sustainable agriculture and poor access to markets.
Challenges for producing sufficient food crops
Families often have only small plots of land, on an average 0.4
hectares, in densely populated areas. With the growing population, access to land is a major social challenge for producing
sufficient food crops.
Climate change such as irregular seasons, excessive heat and
insufficient rain fall, further increases the vulnerability of these
small producers.

Towards a sustainable food system
It is urgent therefore to help these farmers find a way to feed themselves that is
productive and sustainable in spite of climate change. Agroecological practices,
carried out in harmony with nature, make it possible to progressively modify agricultural and animal production systems as well as restore the soil.
An in-depth change
This transition to a sustainable food system must be done at all levels of society.
In our projects, we work directly at the grassroots level, with the farmers. We also
involve agricultural research institutes, universities, schools and local authorities,
so that changes can be made on a larger scale.

This program addresses the following Sustainable Development Goal:

Respect for life and responsibility
“Having the objective of producing a harmonious
relationship between human beings and nature,
agroecology is at the same time an ethical approach
to life and agricultural practice. (...) It is linked to a
profound respect for life and requires the human to
be responsible towards All that lives.”
Pierre Rabhi, pioneer of agroecology in France

I’m sure we will produce more!
“Thanks to this project, I joined an active farmers’ association in my community. I
learned many new things. Now I know how to make my own compost using the
crop residues and the natural grasses from my field. I also started a pig farm, thanks
to the piglet I received and the knowledge I gained through the project.
We receive accurate agricultural information and share our knowledge with our
neighbors. With the guidance of FH, we have created a nursery in our village. We are
growing fruit trees - avocado and mango - as well as Grevillea and Calliandra. These
trees will be planted in our fields to put into practice what we have learned about
agroforestry*. I am sure that with these new practices, we will produce more! We
therefore will be able to sell some of our produce in the market, and not only
produce for our own consumption.”
Pelagie Kankwanzi (58) is a participant in the “Working Together” project that began
in April 2021 as part of the “Cultivating the Agroecological Transition” program. She
is a widow and lives in eastern Rwanda in the Nyagihanga region (Gatsibo district),
one of the poorest in the country. She grows corn, beans, soybeans and bananas.
*Agroforestry combines trees and crops on the
same plot. It favours a better productivity of the
land while protecting the soil.

Faustin,
coordinator of the
project in Rwanda

How are the project beneficiaries selected?
Participants were selected in partnership with
local leaders. We targeted small-scale farmers
who practice traditional agriculture and need
support to improve their methods and increase
their crop production. We especially support the
training of women and youth.
What are the greatest needs?
Farmers need to be trained in agro-ecological
practices because this will contribute to the sustainability of their production. They also need to
be accompanied in the valorisation and marketing of their agricultural products.
How do you disseminate the agricultural
practices?
We work with “model farmers”. Each of them
forms a group of about 10 participants. These
model farmers and groups are monitored by
FH staff. This system, which FH has proven
successful, allows us to train a large number
of people. The demonstration fields also allow
new techniques to be shared by example and
experience.

Help us to continue our direct support to these farmers.
With CHF 70.- you will allow us to finance a training course in
agroforestry for 30 people.
Thank you very much.
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